2010 Artistic Rain Barrel Program 
Application for Participation
The Friends of Pioneers Park Nature Center and the City of Lincoln Watershed Management Division are joining teams on a fun project to educate the community on the benefits of using rain barrels to reduce runoff and improve water quality. We are inviting artists to paint their creative designs on a rain barrel. The 55 gallon plastic barrels will be fully assembled with two coats of primer; the artist is responsible for supplying their own paint for their design, a top coat is provided. Each painted barrel will display in libraries and local businesses in Lincoln from March until April 2010. To apply for this program, please complete and submit this application by January 25, 2010. 
Name: _____________________________________ 

Telephone: _______________

Address: _________________________________
 
Zip: _________________
Email: ______________________________________ 

Date: ___________________
Are you a student?         Yes ___ No ___


Are you a single or group artist?  Single ___ Group ___
School/Company (if applicable):    _________________________________
In the space below, please describe your artistic rain barrel design. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In the space below, please provide a preliminary sketch of your artistic rain barrel design. 
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 Artistic Rain Barrel Program 2010
For a second year, we are inviting artists to creatively paint rain barrels, as part of a fun way to educate the community on the benefits of using rain barrels to improve water quality. Potential artists will be required to submit a short summary and sketch of their intended design for a rain barrel.  The Friends of Pioneers Park and the City of Lincoln will choose artists based on their applications.  Teachers who wish to apply for their class will be required to submit a short description of how they will use the rain barrel as a teaching tool in their classroom for consideration.  In total, 25 artists and teachers will be selected for this year’s program. 

Once artists and teachers have been selected, they will have four weeks to paint and return their barrels. After barrels have been returned, they will be displayed around the City of Lincoln for one to two months at local businesses and libraries, spending the last week at the Nature Center. 
Thousands of people will be exposed to this artwork, as photos of all decorated barrels will be posted on the City of Lincoln’s website.  This program will be publicized via newspaper and radio. Additionally, all artistic barrels will be on display with interpretative signage throughout Lincoln during March and April 2010. The barrels will be auctioned off following an Artistic Rain Barrel exhibition at the Pioneer’s Park Nature’s Market on April 17th at 9 a.m., with proceeds of auction will go to Pioneers Park Nature Center’s scholarship programs or scholarship program for summer camps and preschool classes.
Artist Guidelines:

Artists considering participation should review the following:

Artists interested to participate must be willing to donate their time, personal creativity, a personal interpretation and biography, paint, and the use of brushes or other application tools.  In exchange, the Artistic Rain Barrel program will provide a fully assembled and primed rain barrel, sandpaper, top coat, free publicity, a location to display your work, and an Artists Reception.

· A completed application to the Artistic Rain Barrel Program must be submitted to the Friends of Pioneers Park for consideration by January 25, 2010

· The Friends of Pioneers Park and City of Lincoln will choose artists based on their application form and will notify the successful artists by January 29, 2010.
· All selected Artists must pick up their guidelines, fully assembled and primed rain barrel, sandpaper, and top coat on February 2 or 3, 2010 between 3:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. at City of Lincoln Watershed Management Division, 901 N. 6th St, Lincoln, NE 68508.   
· Support information, including title of the work, artist’s bio and a 75 word or less interpretation of the piece is due on February 26, 2010. Email to Amanda Meder at ameder@lincoln.ne.gov or mail to Amanda Meder at City of Lincoln Watershed Management Division, 901 N. 6th St, Lincoln, NE 68508.   

· Completed barrels are due back to the City of Lincoln Watershed Management Office at 901 N. 6th St no later than 4:30 p.m. March 5, 2010. Please return the painted barrel in the bubble wrap which was provided with the barrel.
· Each artist will be notified of the display location of their barrel by March 5, 2010. The barrels will remain on display until April 8, 2010, when they will be moved for one week for display at Pioneers Park Nature Center until April 16, 2010. The location of these barrels will also be available on the City of Lincoln website, lincoln.ne.gov, keyword: rain barrel. 

· The Friends of Pioneers Park will host an Artist Reception at the Pioneers Park Nature Center tentatively on the evening of April 15, 2010. This is a chance to view all of the completed barrels and celebrate your work with friends, family, and other artists. 

· The Artistic Barrels will be auctioned off to benefit the Friends of Pioneers Park Nature Center at Pioneer’s Park Nature’s Market on April 17, 2010 at 9 a.m. Please encourage your friends and family to attend!

· To help you plan your barrel, the spigot on the rain barrels will serve as the front.  Usually the back will be against a wall.  The barrel must be returned to the City of Lincoln Watershed management Division with the spigot and overflow parts in place.

· All completed rain barrels must be functional and able to withstand the weather.  Artists are not allowed to adhere anything (such as paper, tiles, etc.) to the barrels  

· Before applying acrylic paint, please gently buff the primer paint with the sandpaper provided to remove any gloss.

· After the acrylic paint is applied, please provide at least 48 hours of drying time before applying the top coat. For example, if you finish painting your barrel on March 1st, do not apply the top coat until March 3rd. 

· Artwork does not need to have an environmental theme.  Art can include one small logo (if desired), but theme cannot be commercial or advertisement. However, please avoid topics of a political, religious or sexual nature. The Friends of Pioneers Park wants to ensure that this program inspires conversation relating to environmental attitudes and actions, not controversy.

· The finished barrel must be approved by the Artistic Rain Barrel Selection committee before it is displayed at a commercial location.

· Each artist is limited to one barrel.

· Decorated rain barrels will be on display throughout Lincoln during March and April in 2010.  Each barrel will be displayed with interpretive signage and handouts that will explain the benefits of rain barrels and the date of the auction.  Each sign will also include the artist’s name, artist’s photograph, the artist’s interpretation of the work and acknowledgement of the program sponsors.

· The City of Lincoln Watershed Management Division and the Friends of Pioneers Park Nature Center are not liable for any damage to the barrel during the display period. 

· Once the Artistic barrel has been auctioned off, artwork on the barrel becomes the property of the purchaser. The artist relinquishes ownership of his/her artwork upon delivery of the finished barrel to the City. 
For more information . . .

Please visit lincoln.ne.gov, keyword: rain barrel
Contact: Amanda Meder at ameder@lincoln.ne.gov or (402) 441-7075
 or Nancy Furman at nfurman@lincoln.ne.gov or (402) 441-8709
Interested in more information about this project? See the reverse side of the page.





Please return the completed application to:


City of Lincoln


Watershed Management Division


Attn: Amanda Meder


901 N. 6th St


Lincoln, NE 68508











